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1963 


TO  '£m  miQR,  ALDERI®!;!  MID  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  CF  CHtlSTCHlECH 


I subiiit  for  your  infornation  and  consideration  Dy 
soventconth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circui.istances  of 
your  Borough. 


As  an  integral  part  of  this  Report  there  follov/s  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  those  sections  of  the 
work  of  the  Health  Departinent  with  which  he  is  specially  concerned. 

NATURAL  MID  SOCIAL  COI^IDITIONS : 


The  ancient  Borou<^  of  Christchurch  lies  on  the 
Hai-ipsliire  coast  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Avon  and  Stour  aiid 
contiguous  with  the  nevrcr  Courty  Borougli  of  Bournenoutli.  It  is  a 
tom  of  contrasts,  from  its  liistoric  Priory  and  Noriiian  Castle  to  its 
new  open  plan  bunr-alow  estates  and  blodcs  of  flats.  Since  the 
Borough  acquired  its  present  boundary  in  1932  the  population  lias 
increased  by  lAO/to,  since  the  aid  of  the  war  by  arid  in  the  past 

ten  years  by  Z6%,  In  the  post  war  period  the  increase  lias  been 
largely  by  immigration. 


The  aircraft  industry,  directly  or  indirectly  still 
dominates  OiiployLicnt  in  view  of  tlie  very  large  factory  close  by,  and 
in  spite  oT  the  closure  of  our  own  factory.  In  addition  there  are 
tvjo  largo  Government  Research  and  ilAperimontal  Establisliments  and 
numerous  light  industries.  The  holiday  trade  is  not  forgotten. 
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RAII^1FALL  FOR  1963: 


Ins, 

Ins. 

January  .. 

,.  ,59 

July  ,, 

..  1.08 

February, , 

,,  1.20 

August , , 

..  4.99 

ilarch  . , 

..  3.25 

Sepber-iber 

..  3.35 

April  , , 

. . 3.07 

October, 

..  1,69 

W 

..  .78 

November 

, , 6,4"! 

June  , • 

..  2.89 

December 

..  1.30 

TOTAL:  30,60  ins, 

GENERAL  STATISTICS: 

Area:  4>^07  acres  (Census  1961) 

Population:  Registrar-General's  estiniate  for  Liid-year  1963:  27, ISO, 
Number  of  inhabited  houses:  9,470, 

Rateable  value: 31 ,3,63:  £479,640, 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate:  £l,S70, 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1963: (as  supplied  ty  the  Registrar-General) 

Borough  of  England  and 
Total  I-lale  Female  Christchurch  Wales 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Total 

385 

196 

189 

Legitimate 

348 

178 

170 

IllegitiLiate 

37 

18 

19 

LIVE  BIRTH  RiVTE:  (Comparability  factor  1,22) 

per  1,000  population  ,.  ,,  14.2  18,2 

after  application  of  comparability 

factor  ,,  17.3 


Borou/^h  of  £n/:J^d  and 
Total  Fiale  Fcinalo  Chri  3tch\jrch  Wales 


ILLSGITIMTE  LIVE  BIRTHS: 

per  cent  of  total  live  births 

• • • • 

STILL  BIRTIiS: 

Total  , , 

• • 

7 2 

5 

Legitimate 

• • 

5 1 

4 

Illegitimate 

• • 

2 1 

1 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE: 

per  1,000  total 

(live  & still) 

births.. 

'rCTAL  LIVE  AHD  STILL  BIRTI-IS: 

392. 

IHFAOT  DEATHS: 

Deaths  under 

one 

year  of  an:e 

Total  , , 

• • 

7 2 

5 

Legitimate 

9 • 

5 2 

3 

Illegitimate 

• • 

2 

' 2 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  a^o 

Total  , , 

• • 

7 2 

5 

Legitimate 

• • 

5 2 

3 

Illegitimate 

• • 

2 

2 

Deaths  under 

one 

week  of  a^o 

Total  , , 

• • 

5 2 

3 

Legitimate 

• • 

4 2 

2 

lUegitiiiiate 

• • 

1 

1 

IMFAImT  rmTALIlT  PlATB; 


9.6 


17.6 


per  1 fOOO  live  births 
per  1 ,000  live  birtlis 
per  1 ,000  live  births 


- Total  , • • • 

- Legitimate  ,, 

- Illegitimate 


1B.2 

14.4 

54.0 


6.9 


17.3 


20.9 
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Borounji  of 

Total  I'-ialc  Feinalc  Christchurch 


NEQMATAL  TDRTALITY 

(Deaths  under  4 •fc^Jccks) 

per  1,000  live  births  ,,  IS, 2 

E;aF^LY  KhONATAL  I-DRTALITY  RA'ID: 

(Deaths  under  1 week) 

per  1,000  live  births  ,,  12,9 

PjjRm-JAL  mTALITY  HITE; 

(Stillbirtlis  and  Deaths  under  1 week  conibined) 
per  1,000  total  (live  & stiU.)  births  30,6 

iii-.TERiMAL  DEATHS:  (Including:  abortion)  Nil 

MTERm  MRTALITY  MTE; 

per  1,000  total  (live  !k  still)  births  Nil 

DEATIiS;  412  199.  213 

DEiVTII  RAIN;  (Comparability  factor  0,72) 

per  1,000  population  ,,  ,,  15*2 

after  application  of  comparability  factor  10,9 

SPECIAL  CAUSES: 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population 

Tuberculosis  ••  0,07 

Cancer  (lung  and  bronchus)  0,BS 

Cancer  (all  causes),,  3«20 


England  and 

Vilalos 


14.2 


29.3 


0,28 


12.2 


0.06 

0.52 

2,18 


— 4-  — 


CAUSES  OF  DEi\TH; 


Ilales 


• • 


1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other,, 

3,  Syphilitic  disease  ,, 

4,  Diphtheria  ••  ,, 

5,  Vdhiooping  Cough  ,, 

6,  Ileiiingococcal  infection 

7,  Acute  Polioi::yelitis, , 

S,  heasles  ,,  ,, 

9,  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10,  Tialignant  neoplasia,  stomach,  ,, 

1 1 , I'lalignant  neoplasm,  lung , bronchus 

12,  tialignant  neoplasm,  breast,, 

13,  Tialignant  neoplasm,  uterus,, 

14,  Other  malignant  aiid  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15,  Leukaetiia,  aleukaemia  ,,  ,, 

16,  Diabetes  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

17,  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

IS.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ,,  ,, 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ,, 

20,  Other  heart  disease,,  ,,  .. 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease  ,,  ,, 

22.  Influenza  ,,  ,,  ,, 

23,  Pneumonia  , , , , , , , , 

24,  Bronchitis  , , , , , , . , 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ,, 

27,  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28,  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ,, 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ,,  ,, 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ,, 

31 . Congenital  malformations  , , , , 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ,, 

34.  All  other  accidents,,  ,,  ,, 

35*  Suicide  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

36,  Hoi.iicide  and  operations  of  war  ,, 


1 

19 


26 

3 

1 

23 

34 

2 

19 

15 

18 

12 

2 

1 


1 

7 

5 

2 

4 

1 


Total  (All  causes) 


199 


Fei;iales 


3 

5 

6 

27 
1 

40 

25 

3 

28 
16 
1 

25 

4 

1 

1 


1 

18 

7 

1 


213 
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COI'IPARATIW  VITAL  STATISTICS : 


Year 

Population 

Borough 

of  Clirist  church 

England  and  Wales 

I,M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

I.M.R. 

B.R, 

D.R. 

1929 

8,728 

49.0 

18.6 

11  .1 

74 

16.3 

13.4 

1932 

11,250 

62.5 

17.0 

11.3 

65 

15.3 

12.0 

1936 

13,080 

53.1 

15.8 

12.2 

59 

14.8 

12.1 

1940 

15,330 

24.7 

13.1 

12,8 

55 

14.6 

14.3 

19U 

14,810 

30,0 

22.3 

14.2 

46 

17.6 

11.6 

1948 

19,190 

16.0 

16.1 

11.25 

34 

17.9 

10.8 

1952 

21 ,290 

21.9 

14.9 

11.03 

27.6 

15.3 

11.3 

1956 

23,140 

22.6 

13.4 

13.3 

23.S 

15.7 

11.7 

1959 

24,890 

17.3 

13.9 

16.1 

22.0 

16.5 

11.6 

i960 

25,580 

25.8 

13.6 

14.3 

21 .7 

17.1 

11.5 

1961 

26,110 

20,7 

12.9 

13.9 

21.4 

17.4 

12.0 

1962 

26,640 

11.9 

12.6 

15.1 

21.4 

18.0 

11.9 

1963 

27,180 

18.2 

14.2 

15.2 

20,9 

18,2 

12,2 

CmSUS  1961: 


PreliiLiinary  details  of  the  Census  were  published  last 
year  and  soae  of  the  figures  were  printed  in  my  last  Annual  Report, 
Those  included  ward  populations  and  sono  particulars  of  populc.tion 
densities  in  private  households. 

The  full  Census  Report  for  Hampshire  has  novj  been 
published  and  it  is  possible  to  consider  some  further  aspects  of 
the  Census  as  it  concerns  this  area. 

Between  1951  and  1961  the  population  increased  by 
5,846  to  26,336,  an  increase  of  2'^%,  almost  entirely  by  ini.iigration. 
The  largest  increase  was  in  the  Somerford  Ward,  76/S,  closely 
followed  by  Highcliffe,  64/S,  (The  Wards  set  out  in  the  Census  are 
as  now  constituted  and  the  figures  published  by  the  Registrar  for 
the  ward  populations  in  1951  have  been  estimated,  mald.ng  allowance 
for  the  alterations  in  the  ward  boundaries  in  the  interim).  The 
Borough  population  increase  of  27/o  compares  with  an  increase  of 
21%  in  the  Administrative  County  and  26,3/S  in  Municipal  Boroughs 
and  Urban  Districts,  Rural  Districts  increased  by  only  14.3/S* 
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h-f533  persons  ■were  shown  to  bo  over  the  age  of  65  at 
the  tine  of  the  Census  - 17*2^  of  our  population,  lias  compares 
with  12,2%  in  the  AdLiinistrative  County  and  11,9%  in  IiUnicipal 
Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts,  ( Bournemouth  had  22,3%  over  65)* 

38,2%  of  the  population  was  over  50^  compared  with 
29%  in  tlie  Adninistra'bivo  Coun’by, 

There  vjero  13  i^les  and  47  fa^iales  over  the  age  of  90, 

3,409  persons  of  pensionable  ago  were  living  in  1 and 
2 person  households. 

For  every  1,000  mles  there  were  1,163  females, 

28,2%  were  aged  20  and  under  compared  -with  32,8%  in 
the  Administrative  County  and  33*1%  ii^  Municipal  Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts, 

The  largest  age  group  of  the  population  ■was  that  of 
those  aged  10-1 4 (tlie  post  'war  "bulge”),  followed  by  those  aged 

50-54. 


There  was  a household  donsitjr  of  2,84  persons  per 
household,  compared  v/ith  3.05  in  the  Adi^iinistrative  County  and 
3.00  in  TIuirLcipal  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts,  The  comparable 
figure  for  Christchurch  in  195”!  v^as  3.05, 

In  the  table  giving  details  of  household  arrangcmoits 
it  is  shown  tliat,  among  unshared  permanent  dwellings  there  were 
20-0,24%  with  no  co^d  water  tap,  559  - 6,6%  ■with  no  hot  water 
tap,  457  - 5.4%  with  no  fixed  bath  and  85  - 1 % 'with  no  wa.ter 
closet.  However  there  were  7,670  - 91,3%  ^^hich  wore  provided 
with  all  four  of  these  arrangements  and  in  tliis  regard 
Christchurch  had  the  second  best  percentage  in  the  141010  County, 

The  following  table,  part  of  table  13  from  the 
Census  Report  shows  how  the  population  is  distributed  over  the 
existing  housing. 
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NOriFMIi:  DISIiASE: 


Follovdjig  two  successive  years  with  a low  incidence 
of  Measles  the  e:xpectcd  heavy  outbreak  occurred,  and  in  fact 
produced  tlie  largest  total  over  recorded  in  one  year  in  this 
Borough# 

The  notifications  of  other  infectious  diseases  were 

very  low. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  case  of  Polionyclitis 

occurred. 


Disease 

Number  notified 

Measles  ,, 

• • 

417 

VJhooping  Cough 

• • 

2 

Pneumonia, 

• • 

10 

Erysipelas 

• • 

2 

TUBERCULXIS; 


PulLionary 

N on-Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F, 

F. 

No,  on  Register  at  31,12,63, 

..  150 

114 

15 

21 

300 

No,  of  now  notifications 

• • 

2 

— 

2 

Transfers  from  other  areas 

• • 3 

5 

8 

Deaths  ,,  ,,  ,, 

..  2 

— 

2 

24  cases  of  lung  cancer  occurred  of  whom  11  were  under 
the  age  of  65  - 3 of  then  wcxiien.  This  is  the  largest  annual  total 
yet  achieved  in  this  Borough  but  it  is  part  of  a steadily  rising 
trend,  124  people  have  died  of  this  disease  in  the  past  ten  years, 
and  of  these,  82  deaths  have  occurred  in  the  last  five  years.  The 
national  total  likewise  continues  to  rise  year  by  year,  in  1963 
24,422  died  o f this  avoidable  disease  - one  death  about  every  20 
minutes  throughout  the  year.  Figures  like  tlrls  make  the  road 
traffic  deaths  pale  into  relative  insignificance,  and  yet  the 
remedy  is  ocro  clearly  to  be  seen  than  is  the  solution  of  the  road 
accident  problem. 
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Cigarette  smoking  has  been  heavily  indicted  by 
successive  reports,  for  exai.iple  that  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Pliysicims  in  1 962  and  the  recent  Report  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
to  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 
This  last  repoii,  says  tliat  "the  magnitude  of  the  effect  of 
cigarette  si*iold.ng  far  outiveighs  all  other  factors",  and  now  yet 
another  report  has  been  published  Wiiich  studies  the  mortality 
of  41,000  doctors  over  the  past  twelve  years.  The  report 
concludes  "One  of  the  striking  cliaract eristics  of  British 
mortality  in  the  last  laalf -century  Ims  been  the  lack  of 
improvement  in  tlie  death  rate  of  men  in  middle  life.  In 
cigarette  si-ioking  may  lie  one  prominent  cause" , 

The  evidence  that  cigarette  smoking  is  a grave 
hazard  is  overv>iielming,  bub  so  too  seems  the  pa^J■er  of  addiction 
to  this  evil  weed.  Only  men  of  resolution  can  give  it  up  and 
these  seem  few  indeed.  The  young  see  little  discouragement  by 
example . 


FLUORIDATION  OF  Wi'vT2R  SUPPLIES: 


Tliis  valuable  public  health  measure  recommended  by 
the  ilinistry  of  Health  and  strongly  supported  by  the  body  of  the 
medical,  dental,  and  public  health  professions,  was  considorod  by 
the  Council,  The  small  aiuount  of  official  literature  vjas 
smothered  by  an  avalanclie  of  anti-fluoride  pamplilets,  i-iany  of  them 
anonymous  or  misleading  and  s 01:10  franl<ly  threatening,  Tliis  was 
supplemented  by  a campaign  in  the  correspondaice  colunns  of  the  local 
press  from  writers  whoso  views  were  often,  to  put  it  mildly, 
higlily  unorthodox.  The  general  trend  of  this  propaganda  was  to 
cast  doubt  on  the  competence  and  good  faith  of  the  Counti^-'s  public 
health  advisors,  and  in  this  it  suc'’cedcd  adiairably.  This  kind 
of  denigrating  caiipaign,  so  coonon  nowadays,  has  a lasting  effect 
on  public  confidence  in  central  and  local  governLicnt . 

In  due  course  the  Council  voted  against 
fluoridation  by  a large  majority,  a triumph  for  the  forces  of 
reaction. 
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GEIM'ii^L  mOYlSlOm  OF  HlL/iLTH  SERVICES  IF  llISARE/i: 


1 • Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Borough  is  very  well  served  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratoiy  at  Bosconibe,  v^iich  is  under  the  direction  of 
Dr*  G.J.G,  King, 


The  following  list  of  speciinens  from  the  area, 
examined  at  the  Laboratory  during  the  jnsai"',  has  been  kindly 
supplied  by  the  Director, 


Hose  and  Tliroat  ., 

• • 

75 

Faeces  and  Urine,, 

• • 

130 

Ice  Creaia, . ,, 

• • 

249 

V'Jaber  . . . • 

6 

Food  . . • , 

• # 

1 

Other  Sanitary  ,, 

# • 

56 

Bloods  ,,  .. 

• • 

92 

Other  huirnn  • • 

• • 

20 

2,  Hospitals. 


Christchurcli  Hospital  - acute  and  clironic, 
A progressive  sclieLie  of  modernisation  is  in  force. 


The  Liajority  of  patients  from,  the  Borough 
requiring  hospitaJ.  treatment  go  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital, 
Bournemouth, 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  treated  at 
..Iderney  Hospital,  Poole, 

3,  Tuberculosis , 


The  Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  Christchurch  Hospitol, 

The  Chest  Pliysician,  Dr.  Stuar-o  Robertson,  holds  a joint 
appointment  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  County  Council, 
Dr.  Robertson  is  also  Director  of  the  Bournamouth  i-iass  Radiography 
Unit. 


A voluntary  Care  and  After  Care  Committee  covers 
the  area  served  by  the  Christchurch  Clinic  i.e,  the  Boroughs  of 
Christchurch  and  lymington,  the  Rural  District  of  Ringv/ood  and 
Fordingbridge,  and  a sixiall  part  of  Hew  Forest  Rural  District, 
The  Committee,  under  t he  Chairmanship  of  Lady  lianners  is  widely 
representative  and  much  devoted  v/crk  is  carried  out,  both  in 
the  collection  of  funds  and  in  personal  service  to  patients. 
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siiEviCES  hiq\t:dsd  by  riiE  couun  council. 


1 , ilEibulance  Service. 


The  area  ^uiibulance  Service  is  ruii  fra.i  a main  station 
at  'hlillcroft" , hew  Street,  IjyLiington,  There  are  sub-stations 
at  Clirist church,  Ringx-rood  and  hew  iiilton  and  all  ambula.nces  are 
under  wireless  control.  In  order  to  ensure  the  effective  use  of 
the  available  veliicles,  requests  for  service  are  made  to  the  main 
station  - Telephone  I^-iington  2331  between  ^ a.ni,  and  6 p.m, 
iionda.ys  to  Fridays  and  S a.u,  to  12  noon  Sa.turdays,  At  other 
times  calls  are  made  to  a central  control  at  Winchester. 

Telephone  ’Winchester  2536  or  2746. 

2.  Nursing  Services 

The  Nursing  and  liLdx-iLfery  Service  is  administered  • 
locally  by  the  District  Health  Sub-Committee, 

Details  of  Nurses  and  their  areas :- 


District  served 


Name  and  address 


Service 


All  unattaclied 
I midwifery  within 
Christ clrorch  Borough 


Purev;ell,  Iluc'leford, 
and  part  Somerford. 


/irea  "West  of  River 
Avon,  Central  Tovjn 
^iTea. 


Christchurch  south 
west  and  north  west 


Iliss  M.  EUwood, 

2,  Rothesay  Drive, 
Highcliffe, 

Ciiris  tchurch. 

Tel.  Highcliffe  3426 

Also  E,  i-'iitchell, 

17,  Stanpit, 
Christchurch. 

Tel,  Clirist church  1204 

i<irs,  Gutheridge, 

36,  Walcott  Avenue, 
Cliri  stchurch , 

Tel,  Clirist clrorch  729 

i-liss  D.Ii,  Powell, 

B3,  The  Grove, 
Christchurch. 

Tel,  Clirist  church  1967 


FIEDWIFS 


DISTRICT  NUISE/ 
KEDWiFE 


DISTRICT  NUIiSE 


DISTRICT  IMISE 
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SeiTvice 


District  served 
Christchurch  south 


Clirist  church 


Christchurch 


Attached  to 
Dr.  FaHmer  Lee, 

Dr.  Brooks  and 
Dr.  Harcourt-fjebster 


Attached  to 
Dr,  Falkner  Lee, 

Dr,  Brooks  and 
Dr.  Harcourt-Webster 

Health  Visitors. 

Cl'rist church  West 
(and  attached  to 
Drs,  Carr  and  VJyatt) 


Christchurch  East  and 
iAideford 


Bouerford  and  Purev/ell 


Higlicliffe 


Name  and  address 


Miss  K,  Ella, 

13,  Edward  Road, 

Cliri  st  church. 

Tel.  Christchurch  2225 

Firs,  E.G,  Sprackland, 
12,  Carisbrooke  'Way, 
Highcliffe, 
Christchurch, 

Tel,  Highcliffe  2133 

Mrs.  W.I-i.L,  Jones, 

77;  Junpers  Road, 
Christchurch, 

Tel,  Cirri stchurch  3^3 

Fir  s , I , Sherwo  o d, 

2,  Bracken  Vilay, 

Highcliffe, 

Christchurch. 

Tel.  Higlicliffe  3282 

liss  K.I,  Webb, 

2o0,  Ay  i:\_ton  i.oad, 

• ••  o 

*.ig.icliiie, 

Clirist  church, 

Tel.  Highcliffe  2061 . 


Mrs.  FI,A.  Tate, 

3,  Warren  Edge  Road, 
Soutlibourne , 
Bournemouth, 

Tel,  Bourne: '.out h 47407 

i-iiss  E,M,  Gibbs, 

4,  Sandy  Lane, 
Cliristchurch, 

Tel,  Cliristchurch  201  5 

Miss  E,  Sheldon, 

97;  The  Grove, 
Cliristchurch, 

Tel,  Cliristchurch  1260 

I-irs,  P.M,  Fiogridge, 
'Wessex  House, 

237;  lynington  Road, 

Highcliffe, 

Christchurch, 

Tel,  Highcliffe  3276 
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DISTRICT  NIESE 


DIS'TRICT  mSE 
(part-tiine  relief) 


MIDWIFE 

(part-time  relief) 


DISTRICT  NURSE/ 
MIDIVIFE 


DISTRICT  NDTiSE/ 
MIDl-IEFE  i'iND 
imLTH  VISITOR 


3.  Hone  Help  Service 


The  HoLie  Help  Service  is  adninist eared  locally  by 
the  District  Health  Sub-Coaiuttee, 


The  Divisional  Organiser  is  Hiss  il.p.  Stevens, 
Druitt  Buildings,  Clirist church.  Telephone:  Christchurch  900. 

4.  Child  VJelfare  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Centre 

Christchurch 

Sonerford 
Highcliffe 

Fridays  in  month 
at  2,30  p,n. 


Place 

County  Council 
Health  Centre 
i-iillhans  Street 

Social  Centre 
Souths  Road 

St,  IIark*s  Hall 


Tine 

Every  Tuesday 
10  a.in,  and  2 p.n. 

Every  V\fednesday 
at  2,30  P#n, 

First  and  Third 


5*  School  Health  Service. 


School  medical  inspections  are  carried  out 
periodically  by  Assistant  County  liedical  Officers  and  Plealth 
Visitors, 


lEnor  ailment  and  special  cliiiics  are  held  at  the 
IUllhams  Street  Health  Centre, 

6,  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

Tliis  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  by  family 
doctors  and  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  The  records  are 
maintained  by  the  County  Hedical  Officer,  Family  doctors  may, 
and  normally  do,  charge  for  certificates  of  vaccination, 

144  priL^iary  vaccinations  and  212  re-vaccinations 
v/ere  reported.  These  totals  are  considerably  less  than  one  tenth 
of  the  record  totals  of  the  previous  year  vhen  there  was  a 
smallpox  outbreak  in  Bradford  and  South  VJales,  The  prii^iary 
vaccination  figures  are  affected  by  a change  in  the  recomLiended 
age  for  infant  vaccination.  This  vias  formerly  done  under  six 
months,  now  the  second  year  is  regarded  as  the  optimum  title. 
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7.  Ii'ximisation  againgsb  Diphtheria  V\/hoopim  Cough  and  Tetanus. 


The  schane  is  administered  locally  end  the  records 
maintained  by  your  iledical  Officer  of  Health  on  behalf  of  the 
Comty  iledical  Officer.  Treatment  is  carried  out  by  family 
doctors  and,  at  Cliild  Viielfare  Clinics  and  ochools,  by  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officers, 

There  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  primary 
immunisations  carried  out  and  there  were  a record  nuiiiber  of 
refresher  doses.  In  the  liglit  of  tliis  it  is  disappointing  to 
find  our  percentage  of  babies  immunised  to  be  the  lowest  among 


Boroughs  in  the  County, 

Immunisations  coE^jleted  under  5 years  of  age 298 

" '*  over  5 " " , 16 

Refresher  Doses 527 

Proportion  of  children  born  in  previous  12  months 

imi-iunised 61 ,7/^ 

(County  average) 73.5% 


8,  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination, 

The  scheiae  is  adi.unistered  locally  and  the 
records  maintained  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Treatment  is  largely  carried  out 
by  faiiily  doctors.  Treatment  is  also  given  by  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officers  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics, 

Oral  polio  vaccine  has  largely  replaced  tlie 
original  Salk  type  vaccine, 

1963. 

SiiLK  YACCIIi:. 


Number  vho  received  priiiary  course  of  2 doses,,,,,  3 

Number  vdio  received  third  doses,,, 5 

Number  Wio  received  fourth  doses, 7 

CRAL  VACCII^. 

Number  who  received  three  do  ses 329 

Number  vho  received  re— inforcing  doses,,, 317 
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SCHOOIB: 


The  tendency  for  an  increasing  number  of  children  to 
remain  at  our  Secondary  Schools  for  a full  five  years  has 
continued.  The  majority  of  such  children  are  seeking  some  form 
of  certificate  of  education  wliich  will  benefit  them  in  their 
future  careers.  iiS  a result  our  Secondary  Schools  are  full  and 
further  extensions  at  Twynham  are  in  Ixind, 

There  are  now  open  air  swiixiing  pools  at  Christchurch 
Junior,  Highcliffe  Junior  and  Twynliaia  Secondary  Schools. 

V^iTER: 


ClTristchurch  is  supplied  mth  water  by  the  West 
IlaLipshire  Vfoter  Company  Wiose  works  are  situated  within  the 
Borough.  The  company,  in  addition,  supplies  part  of  Bournemouth, 
the  whole  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge, 
part  of  the  Kew  Forest  Rural  District  and  part  of  the  Borough 
of  LyLiington.  Partially  treated  water  in  bullc  is  also  pwaped 
to  the  oil  refinery  at  Fawlqy, 

The  raw  water  is  drawn  from  the  River  Avon  at 
Christchurch  and  treated  by  rapid  and  slow  sand  filtration  and 
super  chlorination.  In  addition  the  company  has  a source  of 
supply  from  deep  boreholes  in  the  chalk  at  Hale  Pank,  some 
16  mdles  north  of  ClTristchurch  near  the  V/ilt shire  border.  This 
supply  serves  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District  and  also 
supplements  the  supply  in  Christchurch, 

Raw  and  treated  waters  are  examined  daily  at  the 
Company’s  own  water  testing  laboratory  wiiich  is  in  charge  of  a 
qualified  chemist  and  bacteriologist.  In  addition,  periodic 
independent  samples  are  sent  to  an  outside  laboratory. 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  consumer  is  constant,  of 
moderate  hardness,  free  from  pluibo  solvent  action,  and  entirely 
free  from  metals. 

The  Cor^any’s  records  show  9,610  separately  assessed 
domestic  dwellings  to  be  supplied  from  tlieir  mains  in  Christchurch, 
No  standpipes  are  in  use. 
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A typical  result  of  an  eKanination  of  the  treated  vmter  is  shown 
below:  - 


THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HUiUH  Li'iBai>.TQRl!i:s 

AMLTSIS  OF  H SiAJ^LE  OF  VASTER  received  on  a.  10.63 

fron  VJEST  Hi'UIPSHIRE  WATER  COHPillil 

ChcDical  results  in  parts  per  million 

Appearance:  Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity;  Nil. 

Coloiir;  7*  Odour;  Nil* 

pH;  Free  Carbon  Dioxide;  6. 

Electric  Conductivity;  420,  Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180°C;  290, 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride;  18,  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate;  195* 
Hardness:  Total  230,  Carbonate;  195*  Non-carbonaie:  35  • 
Nitrate  Nitrogen:  3»2  Nitrite  Nitrogen;  Approx,  0,01 , 

i-kDLioniacal  Nitrogen;  0,10,  Oxygen  adsorbed;  0,60, 

Albuninoid  Nitrogen;  0,054#  Residual  Chlorine;  0,13# 

iietals;  Iron,  Zinc,  Copper,  Lead;  Absent, 


Bacteriological  Results, 


Number  of  colonies  ( 1 day  at  37'^C; 
developing  on  Agar( 

( 1 per  ml. 


2 days  at  37°C;  3 days  at  20-22Oj; 


1 per  ml. 


per  ml. 


Present  in 


Absent  from  Probable  nuiiber 


PresuLiptive  colifoim  reaction  - ml, 
Bact,  Coli,  ('Type  1)  -ml. 

Cl.  VlelcMi  reaction  ‘ - ml. 


100  :.il,  0 per  100  ml 
100  ml,  0 per  100  ml, 
100  ml. 


TMs  sfflaple  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has 
a reaction  on  the  allcaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from 
metals.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its 
content  of  mineral  and  saJ.ine  constituents  in  solution  are  not 
excessive.  The  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  of  the  water 
are  of  a high  standard. 


“^hese  results  are  considered  satisfactory  and 
indicate  a pure  and  v\iiolesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  uses. 
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SEvJERiiGE: 


The  Christchurch  Vi/orks  reiuain  overloaded  and  indeed 
the  position  is  deteriorating  in  view  of  the  continuing  growth  of 
the  town.  The  Consultants  have  therefore  been  instructed  by  the 
Council  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  VJorks.  TliLs 
scheme  will  later  be  the  subject  of  a public  local  enquiry* 

In  the  meantime  the  best  practicable  means  are  being 
taken  to  maintain  the  Works  in  an  efficient  state,  and  minor 
modifications  and  improvements  are  being  carried  out  with  this 
end  in  view.  The  tv/o  most  serious  problems  during  the  year  were 
concerned  with  sludge  drying  and  with  an  odour  nuisance.  The 
icy  winter,  followed  by  a wet  sunnier  aggravated  the  sludge  drying 
troubles.  Again,  the  icy  winter  markedly  interfered  with  sludge 
digestion  and  tliis,  combined  with  insufficient  digester  capacity 
for  the  volune  of  sludge  to  be  treated,  has  lead  to  partially 
digested  sludge  being  discharged  on  to  the  drying  beds,  with 
resultant  unpleasant  smells.  Chemicals  viiich  assist  sludge 
drying  are  now  in  use  and  the  Council  authorised  the  installation 
of  a system  of  odour  control. 

The  new  sewers  from  Somerford  Bridge  to  Smugglers 
Lane  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  preparation  of  the  Ju-ipers  scheme  is  well 

advanced. 


'The  position  at  I4ideford  is  unchanged. 

FOOD  im  FOOD  fREilESES; 

A substantial  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  continues  to  be  occupied  in  the  routine 
supervision  of  food  preiiiises,  with  particular  regard  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  The  volume  of  work 
entailed  may  be  seen  in  Table  1 of  Ite,  Friend’s  report.  As  in 
the  past  our  food  traders  have  co-operated  to  the  full  in 
maintaining  the  liigh  standards  which,  in  general,  prevail 
throughout  the  Borough. 

5 successful  prosecutions  were  undertalcen  in  respect 
of  a variety  of  food  offences. 
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HOUSING; 


299  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year  as 
conpared  with  231  in  1962,  In  addition,  46  dwellings  were 
constructed  for  old  people  by  the  Christchurch  Old  People *s 
Vilelfare  and  Housing  Society,  Council  construction  completed 
consisted  of  44  houses. 


The  following  details  relating  to  housing 
accomodation  and  the  current  waiting  list  have  been  kindly  . 
supplied  by  the  Housing  Officer  - i-lr,  A,G,  Head, 

Families  housed  in 

Council  accomodation  97 

There  were  259  applicants  on  the  housing  list, 
laade  up  as  follows 

No,  in  family  No,  of  applicants  Total  personnel 


1 51  51 

2 93  1B6 

3 68  204 

4 13  52 

5 23  115 

8 1 8 


249  616 


Applications  from  Rewo  Castor  Co:  10, 

Applicants  for  Old  People’s  Dwellings  are  included  in 
the  above  viz. 


Strete  Ibunt 

1 6 

Sydney  Road 

4 

Gordon  Mount 

11 

Applicants  on  General  list 

i960  1961  1962  1963 
256  254  277  259 
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FROBLEi-I  FAIIILIES  i-'IdiaTINGS ; 


Only  one  neeting  of  the  Co-ordinating  Corxiittee  vns 
held  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  families  under  observation 
continues  to  decrease. 

NATION/iL  ASSlSTi\!:CE  ACT.  1948;  SECTION  1,7: 

One  old  man  -was  consic  -.’ed  for  action  but  it  was 
possible  to  deal  with  him  eventually  x-d-thout  recourse  to  compulsory 
powers, 

GETjOR/xL  REi'I/\RIvS : 


the  year. 


The  health  of  the  Borough  was  satisfactory  throughout 


A record  outbreak  of  iieasles  occui’red  after  two 
years  of  low  prevalence.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
cause. 


The  estimated  Liid-year  population  increased  by 
550  to  27,1^0,  again  entirely  by  imiiiigration. 

The  birth  rate  rose  and  was  the  higliest  since  1953. 
The  nuinber  of  illegitimate  births  rose  sharply  and  is  the  iiighest 
ever  recorded,  approaching  IO/0  of  the  total. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  rose  but  v;as  still  low. 

The  death  rate  showed  little  change. 

The  nu:iiber  of  lung  cancer  deaths  was  a record  for 

the  Borough. 


I wish  again  to  express  i:y  gratitude  to  the  Layor  and 
iiGLibers  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  encouragement, 
my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  advice  and  assistance, 
and  iiT,  Friend  and  his  staff  for  their  industry  and  loyal  co-operation. 


D.J.N.  McNiJB 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  1964 
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BOROUGH  OR  CIEISTCi-rLlRCIi 


REPORT 


OP  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HE/H^TFI  EJSPECTOR 


AI'ID 


CLEA[-ISBIG  SUPERP^H'niDIIJT 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1963 


TO  THE  liAYOR,  ALDEEMEN  AND  CX)lINCILIORS 


OP  THE  BOROUGH  OP  CHRISTCHURCH 


Ivfr.  flayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twenty-third  Annual  Report 
in  which  is  given  a brief  review  of  the  worlc  of  my  department  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963.  The  Cost  Statement  in  respect 
of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  covers  the  period  1st  April,  1963 
to  31st  Iferch,  1964. 

There  was  a further  slight  increase  in  the  population,  the 
Registrar  General’s  Return  for  mid -June  being  27,180,  an  increase 
of  540. 

The  construction  of  a further  391  dwellings,  coupled  v/ith  the 
increase  in  population  and  the  influx  of  summer  visitors,  renders 
the  maintenance  of  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  extremely  difficult 
at  times,  labour  for  this  class  of  work  being  difficult  to  procure 
and  retain. 

Details  of  inspections  made  by  your  Inspectors  are  given  in 
Table  1. 


HOUSD^  - RECONDITIONING. 

¥e  in  Christchurch  are  fortunate  in  that  most  of  the  properties 
are  comparatively  new;  are  owner -occupied  and  therefore  well 
maintained.  There  is,  however,  a number  of  older  properties,  let 
at  uneconanic  rents,  where  it  is  difficult  to  have  essential  repairs 
carried  out.  This  type  of  property  gives  rise  to  prolonged  dis- 
cussions and  seemingly  endless  correspondence  before  repairs  are 
effected. 

Notices  in  respect  of  10  premises  were  served  during  the  year. 
The  work  called  for  in  these  notices  varied  frcxn  repairs  to  roofs 
or  floors  to  general  reconditioning.  1 property  was  demolished. 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 » 

This  Act  became  effective  in  July,  1957.  Subject  to  certain 
conditions,  this  Act  allows  landlords  to  increase  rents  to  the  limit 
permitted  in  respect  of  properties  having  a rateable  value  of  cS30 
or  less  in  the  provinces. 

As  often  proves  to  be  the  case,  several  applications  for  a 
Certificate  of  Disrepair  were  received  during  the  first  few  months. 
Since  then,  little  or  no  advantage  of  the  benefits  conferred  has 
been  talcen  by  occupiers. 

During  the  six  years  since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  52 
applications  have  been  received,  the  last  being  on  7th  December,  1959 
15  Certificates  have  been  granted.  Of  these,  9 have  been  cancelled 
on  application  by  landlords  following  completion  of  the  repairs 
demanded  by  the  occupiers. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  repairs  in  respect  of  the  6 out- 
standing certificates  have  been  carried  out,  but  no  application  to 
cancel  the  certificates  has  been  received. 


DTSFECTION  OF  FOOD  IREIilSES. 

The  production,  storage  and  distribution  of  food  require 
constant  attention.  Heavy  demands  on  their  time  in  respect  of  the 
many  other  matters  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  department 
prevent  your  Inspectors  giving  this  class  of  work  as  much  attention 
as  I should  like. 

Fortunately,  the  traders  are  conscious  of  their  resp)onsibilities 
to  the  public  and  make  every  effort  to  maintain  a high  stemdard  of 
cleanliness. 

Quite  a number  of  shops  have  refrigerated  display  cabinets 
which  not  only  keep  the  food  in  good  condition  but  alsc  reduce  the 
risk  of  contamination. 

All  too  frequently  one  sees  customers  handling  food  before 
buying.  This  is  difficult  to  combat.  J^s  I see  it,  the  remedy 
is  to  place  all  vulnerable  foods  either  in  display  cabinets  or 
behind  glass.  Not  only  is  this  more  hygienic,  it  also  avoids  the 
unpleasantness  of  asking  customers  not  to  handle  food. 


- 23 


Some  foods,  such  as  meat  pies  and  sausage  rolls,  are  very 
vulnerable  to  attacks  by  mould.  Unless  adequately  protected  and 
sold  within  the  period  recomnended  by  the  manufacturer,  mould 
will  develop.  As  a safeguard,  the  prudent  dealer  should  withdraw 
out-of-date  goods  from  sale  and  pay  particular  attention  to 
rotation  of  stock.  This  may  result  in  a loss  to  the  trader,  but 
there  is  an  even  greater  loss  when  an  unsound  article  is  sold;  is 
brought  to  the  department,  and  results  in  proceedings  being  taken 
against  the  offender. 

Unfortunately,  cases  of  this  nature  are  all  too  frequent. 

They  are  avoidable  if  storage  and  rotation  are  given  the  attention 
they  donand. 

Excluding  hotels  and  clubs,  there  are  267  food  premises.  The 
breakdown  is  as  follows 


Or ocer s 66 

(Greengrocer  and  Eruiterer  24 

Baker  and  Confectioner  11 

Sv/eets  44 

Fishmonger  and  Fryer 12 

Butcher 19 

Cafe  and  Restaurant  40 

V/orks  and  School  Canteens  23 

Licensed  Premises 28 


284  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act. 

179  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
2 are  registered  for  the  storage  of  ice  cream 
42  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of 

sausages,  cooked  meats  and  -picld.ed  meats 
1 is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

sausages  and  cooked  and  preserved  meats 
11  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of  fish 
by  any  process  of  cooking 
49  premises  registered  for  the  purpose  have 
discontinued  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
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RDOD  INSPECTION 


There  is  close  liaison  between  the  trada:  and  the  department 
and  it  has  at  no  time  been  found  necessary  to  seize  unsound  food. 
Y/henever  the  condition  of  food  is  doubtful,  traders  seek  the  advice 
of  your  Inspectors  as  to  its  suitability,  all  food  considered  unfit 
being  voluntarily  surrendered. 

The  folla\7ing  is  a list  of  food  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


480 

lbs. 

Meat 

399 

tins 

Meat 

28 

lbs. 

Offal 

96 

lbs. 

Sausages 

64 

lbs. 

Bacon 

93 

tins 

Pruit 

113 

tins 

Vegetables 

36 

lbs. 

Pish 

8 

tins 

laik 

4 

tins 

lascellaneous  Poods 

37 

tins 

Cream 

Si\KPLING  - K)OD  MD  mUGS  ACT. 

The  sampling  of  food  and  drugs  for  adulteration  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  Tlieir  Cliief  Inspector, 

Mr.  J. S.  Breston,  undertakes  these  duties  and  I am  indebted  to 
him  for  the  follov/ing  details  of  sami^les  taken  during  the  year 
ended  31st  I.ferch,  1964. 

"1.  I beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  ended  the  31st 
March,  1964,  91  samples  were  procured  under  the  Pood  and  IJrugs  Act, 
1955,  within  the  Borough  of  Christchurch. 

2.  Milk  Samples. 

53  samples  of  milk,  eight  of  which  were  Cliannel  Islands, 
were  obtained  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  of  good  average 
quality. 

3.  Miscellaneous  Samples. 

The  samples  of  articles  other  than  milk  numbered  38,  tv/c 
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being  the  subject  of  adverse  report,  as  follo\7s:- 

An  informal  sample  of  gin  v/as  foxmd  to  contain  2.5  per 
cent  excess  v/ater.  Subsequent  official  sa^nioles  v/ere  taken 
shortly  afterwards  but  these  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Further  tests  will  be  made  at  the  pranises  in  question. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  a sample  of 
pork  sausage  meat  which  contained  only  50  per  cent  of  meat. 

Although  there  is  no  official  standard  for  su.ch  products,  pork 
sausages  and  pork  sausage  meat  are  generally  found  to  contain  not 
less  than  65  per  cent  of  meat;  indeed,  the  average  meat  content 
of  a number  of  samples  which  v/ere  taken  in  the  County  at  almost 
the  same  time  as  the  sample  referred  to,  v/as  over  70  per  cent. 

Owing  to  the  serious  extent  of  the  deficienc3^  in  the  sample,  action 
v/as  taken  under  the  general  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
with  a view  to  a standard  being  fixed  b^’-  the  Court,  and  this  course 
resulted  in  the  defendant  producer  being  fined  cC5  and  ordered  to 
pay  costs  amounting  to  £17.  15.  Od. 

4.  General. 

Attention  was,  as  usual,  given  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  and  the  Pharmacy  and  Iledicines  Act,  with 
regard  to  their  application  to  the  labelling  and  descriptions  of 
food  and  drugs,  during  inspection  visits  to  traders  and  by 
reference  to  advertisements." 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Other  than  a slii^t  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  selling 
milk,  the  position  is  much  the  sane  as  last  3^ear,  all  milk  sold  in 
the  borough  being  bottled  at  establishments  outside  your  district. 

These  establishments  are  supervised  by  officers  of  the  respective 
Authorities,  and  as  sampling  is  done  at  source,  it  has  heretofore 
not  been  considered  necessary  at  this  end. 

In  a recent  discussion  with  the  Chief  Technician  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  it  was  suggested  to  me  the.t  samples  should  be 
taken,  and  that  this  was  being  done  quite  regularly  in  the  neighbouring 
districts.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  comply  with  this  request. 
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The  following  list  sha/s  the  number  of  dairies  and  persons 
registered  as  distributors  and  the  number  and  type  of  licences. 


Number  of  distributors  of  milk 84 

Number  of  dairies  on  register  3 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  designation 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...........  25 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  desigiiation 

Pasteurised  Milk  69 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  designation 

Sterilised  Milk  23 


ICE  CREiaM. 

It  is  a requirement  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations,  1959  that  ice  cream  shall  not  be  sold  or  offered 
for  sale  if  after  freezing  the  temperature  has  risen  above  28^ 
Pahrenheit  unless  it  has  again  been  pasteurised  and  kept  at  a 
temperature  not  exceeding  28°  Fahrenheit. 

This  is  a most  important  factor  in  the  keeping  quality  of 
this  product,  and  one  has  to  rely  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
freezing  cabinet  and  the  co-operation  of  the  retailers  to  ensure 
compliance. 

\7henever  a sample  is  placed  in  Grade  3 or  4,  this  is  one  of 
the  points  taken  up  by  your  Inspectors  who  also  check  on  the  methods 
adopted  to  sterilise  servers  when  bulk  ice  cream  is  involved,  as  it 
is  in  hotels,  restaurants  and  cafes. 

249  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
the  results  being  as  follows 


Grade  1 172 

Grade  2 ...........  33 

Grade  3 21 

Grade  4 ...........  8 


Due  to  abnormally  warm  weather  and  to  the  inability  to  control 
the  temperature  of  the  water  bath  at  the  Laboratory,  12  samples 
submitted  on  6th  August,  could  not  be  tested  and  are  therefore  not 
included  in  the  above  list. 
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ERi'JNAGE. 


The  large  number  of  private  houses,  flats  and  bungalows 
erected  during  the  year,  particularly  in  the  Iliglicliffe  and  Mudefcrd 
districts,  called  for  a great  deal  of  attention  to  drainage  work, 
supervision  and  testing  taking  up  much  of  your  Inspectors'  time. 

This  work  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  particularly  in  an  area 
where  much  of  the  sewage  has  to  be  pumped  and  where  it  is  essential 
to  ensure  that  ground  water  does  not  gain  access  to  the  sewers  via 
house  drains. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  department  to  abolish  cesspools  and 
bucket  latrines  wherever  possible.  Due  to  the  absence  of  sewers 
in  some  parts  of  the  district  premises  have  to  be  drained  to 
cesspools  or  septic  tanks. 

Where  the  sub-soil  is  suitable,  the  provision  of  septic  tanks 
is  advised.  These,  if  properly  used,  give  many  years  of  service 
with  comparatively  little  attention. 

The  number  of  properties  not  draining  to  sewers  and  the 
facilities  available  are:- 


Draining  to  Septic  Tanlcs  ..........  90 

Draining  to  Cesspools  55 

Bucket  Latrines  29 


C/Jl^.VAN  SITES. 

There  is  no  ready  means  of  estimating  the  number  of  persons 
taking  a caravan  holiday  in  the  borough.  The  number  is  certainly 

very  high.  Most  of  the  persons  concerned  make  use  of  one  or  other 
of  the  many  sites,  bringing  their  own  vans  or  renting  those  available 
on  site. 

Many  of  these  sites  are  quite  attractive  and  are  all  provided 
vd.th  modern  conveniences.  Your  Inspectors  make  inspections  at 
irregular  intervals  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  conditions 
attaching  to  the  licence. 
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PET  iiND/IALS  ACT. 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  persons  licensed  to 
keep  a Pet  Shop  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  Section  1 of  the 
Act,  the  number  remaining  at  three.  iill  premises  comply  with  the 
conditions  imposed  by  the  local  authority'-  in  co-operation  with  the 

R.  S.P.  C»  A* 


CLE^oJJ  AIR  ACT. 

As  the  title  suggests,  the  object  of  the  -ct  and  the  Dark  Snoke 
(Permitted  Periods)  Regulations  is  the  maintenance  of  a clean 
atmosphere. 

As  in  many  other  matters,  Christchurch  is  particularly  favoured 
in  this  respect  in  that  little  or  no  black  smoke  is  enitted  from 
the  chimneys  of  factories  or  private  dwellings. 

Occasionally,  a complaint  of  smoke  emission  is  received.  On 
investigation  it  is  found  that  the  colour  of  the  smoke,  and  its 
duration,  is  not  such  as  to  justify  action  being  taken. 


PUBLIC  CLBARSmC. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection. 

For  some  time  now,  other  than  during  the  winter  period 
when  less  refuse  is  produced,  it  has  been  virtually  impossible  to 
maintain  a v/eekly  collection.  A number  of  reasons  account  for  this, 
among  them  being  large  scale  development  in  -parts  of  the  borough; 
a considerable  amount  of  refuse  to  be  collected  from  caravan  sites 
and  beaches,  and  a demand  for  additional  collections  from  hotels, 
shops  and  caravan  sites. 

Unfortunately,  this  increase  occurs  at  a time  v/hen  the  labour 
force  is  depleted,  due  to  annual  holidays  and  at  times,  siclcness. 

To  help  overcome  this  problem,  I v;as  authorised  to  take  on 
additional  labour,  and  a vehicle  of  much  rreater  capacity  was  also 
acquired.  A second  vehicle  is  on  order,  delivery  of  which  is 
expected  in  October. 
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Industrial  development  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  areas 
results  in  keen  competition  for  labour  which  is  in  short  supply. 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  find  men  to  undertake  this  class 
of  work  at  a wage  that  compares  very  unfavourably  with  that  paid  in 
other  industries. 

Such  lab cur  as  I have  been  able  to  procure  has  been  of 
indifferent  qualitjr  and  most  of  the  men  concerned  have  shown  little 
or  no  enthusiasm  for  this  work.  During  the  period  under  review,  no 
fewer  than  19  men  have  come  and  gone,  some  working  for  as  little  as 
one  day.  An  extreme  case  was  that  of  a inan  who  worked  for  an  hour 
and  a quarter. 

I am  satisfied  that  members  of  the  iDerimnent  labour  force, 
many  of  v/hora  have  been  employed  for  very  maiiy  years,  have  given  of 
their  best,  and  I am  sincerely  grateful  for  their  co-operation 
without  which  the  position  would  have  been  much  worse. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  labovir  problem  will  improve  and 
that  a return  to  the  customary  T/eeld.y  collection  v/ill  not  be  long 
delayed. 

Ifeanwhile,  I would  ask  those  householders  who  are  able  to  do 
so,  to  lighten  the  task  of  the  department  bj^  burning  some  of  their 
refuse.  Such  burning  should  not  be  done  in  the  refuse  bin  as 
this  not  only  shortens  the  life  of  the  bin  but  can  also  result  in 
severe  damage  to  the  refuse  lorry  if  "hot"  material  is  present  at 
the  time  of  collection. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  in  an 
area  acquired  for  this  purpose  at  Stanpit  liarsh. 

The  constituents  of  present-day  refuse  are  such  that  little  or 
no  covering  material  is  available  from  this  source.  'Whereas 
formerly  much  ash  was  present  in  refuse,  ash  which  could  be  used  as 
cover,  refuse  today  consists  almost  entirely  of  paper,  tins,  bottles 
and  jars,  and  covering  material  has  to  be  imported.  For  many  years 
I was  able  to  purchase  ash  and  clinker  from  the  British  Transport 
Commission.  This  is  no  longer  available,  and  covering  material 
is  now  being  purchased  from  a local  gravel  comiDanj''. 
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It  might  appear  that  sufficient  space  is  available  for  the 
^t^posal  of  refuse  at  Stanpit  for  many  years  to  come*  One  must 
not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  an  extensive  area  is  to  be  left 
^^^^tsturbed • This  means  that  reclamation  of  the  available  space 
v/ill  be  completed  in  about  six  years* 

I have  been  instructed  to  seek  other  sites  suitable  for  this 
purpose*  ^ Such  sites  should  be  centrally  situated  if  long  iiauls 
to  the  disposal  point,  with  consequent  increase  in  costs, ""are  to 
be  avoided. 

(c)  Staff*- 


During  the  period  under  review,  20  men,  including  the 
foreman  were  employed  in  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and 
baling  of  paper  and  rags*  Their  distribution  is  as  follov;s:- 

Poreman  (driving  most  of  the  time);  4 drivers;  12  loaders; 

1 loading  shovel  driver;  1 tip  attendant;  1 salvage  packer. 

(d)  Transport* 

Seven  years  is  usually  considered  to  be  the  economic  life 
of  refuse  collection  vehicles.  Beyond  that  period,  bearing  in 
mind  the  nature  of  the  work,  they  tend  to  become  expensive  to 
maintain  and  breakdown  all  too  fk'equently* 

Of  the  7 lorries  under  n-y  control,  2 have  been  in  service  for 
8 years;  1 for  13;  and  another  for  17  years* 

I took  delivery  of  a new  50  yard  Palcajiiatic  in  January  and 
delivery  of  a second  vehicle  of  this  type  is  ezqpected  in  October. 


The  transport  in  use  by  the  department  is  as  under 


1 Shelvoke  c5:  Drewry  50  c.yard  Palcajmtic 

2 Shelvoke  <?c  Drewry  Pore  and  Aft  Tippers 
1 Shelvoke  & Drev/ry  Side  Loader 

1 Dennis  Side  Loader 
1 Bedford  Side  Loader 
1 ICarrier  Side  Loader 
1 Weather ill  Loading  Shovel 


8 months  old 
8 years  old 
13  years  old 
17  years  old 
21  years  old 
3 years  old 
2 years  old 


The  Bedford  Side  Loader  is  no  longer  ta:ced  and  is  used  for  rough 
work  at  the  tip. 
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(e)  Costs. 

COST  STATSmm  FOR  THE  YLVJl  1963/64 
AS  SUBTAITTED  TO  TPIE  MIITISiRY  OF 
HOUSING  AND  LOCAL  GO^NRinoa^IT 


It  an 

Particulars 

Collec- 

Dis- 

Percentage 

tion 

posal 

Totals 

of  total 

gross 

expenditure 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

£ 

£ 

£ 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

1 

C310SS  EXPMDITURE: 

Ti ) labour 

9705 

1738 

11443 

52 

(ii)  Transport 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment 

7108 

1520 

8628 

39 

land  and  buildings 

1209 

258 

1467 

7 

(iv)  Other  items 

5 

426 

431 

2 

(v)  Total  gross 

■1 

g 

expenditure 

18027 

3942 

21969 

100 

2 

GROSS  ETCOME 

154 

1088 

1242 

3 

NED  COST 

17873 

2854 

20727 

4 

Capital  expenditure 
met  from  revenue 
(included  above) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

. 

UNIT  COSTS 

s,  d. 

s • d « 

s.  d. 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton, 
labour  only 

22.  7. 

3.  4. 

25.  11. 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton, 
transport  only 

16.  6. 

2.11. 

19.  5. 

7 

Net  cost  (all 
expenditure)  per 

ton 

41.  7. 

5.  6. 

47.  1. 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000 
population 

658 

105 

763 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000 
premises 

1779 

283 

2062 
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SALVAGE. 


Eor  some  time  now,  the  collection  of  this  type  of  material 
has  been  of  doubtful  benefit.  On  the  other  hand,  v/hether  as 
refuse  or  salvage,  it  must  still  be  collected.  Therefore,  I 
suppose  it  could  be  said  that  even  a small  income  from  this 
source  is  worthwhile. 

The  market  for  this  material  fluctuates  a good  deal,  and 
when  prices  are  reasonably  high,  others  having  an  interest  in 
this  class  of  material  become  active. 

Financially,  the  scheme  is  self-supporting,  the  income 
for  the  year  being  £850  and  the  expenditure,  including 
overheads,  £699. 

The  total,  including  rags  and  metals,  sold  during  the  year, 
was  155  tons.  Tlie  figure  for  the  previous  year  was  116^  tons. 


RODEI^T  CONTROL. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  places  upon  local 
authorities  the  responsibility  for  ensuring  chat  their  district  is, 
so  far  as  practicable,  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  The  total 
destruction  of  these  pests,  an  almost  impossible  feat,  is  not 
envisaged.  It  is  however  essential  that  all  possible  steps 
should  be  taken  to  destroy  the  largest  possible  number. 

Rats  reproduce  at  an  alarming  rate,  and  to  be  effective, 
destruction  must  be  on  a continual  basis.  Vlth  this  in  mind, 
tk*.  Cox,  your  Rodent  Officer,  gives  this  matter  his  undivided 
attention.  I am  satisfied  that  his  efforts  are  proving  worth- 
while aind  that  any  easing  up  would  result  in  a large  increase  in 
the  number  of  these  pests. 

The  bait  used  is  that  recommended  by  the  Ministry,  namely 
’larfarin.  This  product  appears  to  be  quite  effective,  and  as  far 
as  it  has  been  possible  to  ascertain,  rats  in  this  district  have 
not  developed  any  resistance  to  it,  although  this  is  said  to  have 
happened  in  some  areas. 

A survey  of  the  sewers  was  made  during  the  year.  For  this 
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purpose,  the  system  is  divided  into  six  sections  with  a total  of 
1075  manholes.  Baits  v/ere  laid  in  107  raanlioles,  only  8 were 
found  to  have  "takes". 

Quarterly  and  imnual  Returns  are  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 
The  year's  work  is  summarised  hereunder 


Number  of  premises  inspected 659 

Number  of  premises  infested  463 

Number  of  dwellings  treated  417 

Number  of  business  premises  treated  24 

Number  of  Agricultural  B^emises  treated  2 

Number  of  Local  Authority  premises  treated  6 

TOTAL  number  of  visits 1986 

Estimated  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed  ............  1891 


FACTORIES. 

Though  principally  the  responsibility  of  II.M.  Factory 
Inspectors,  parts  of  the  Act  have  to  be  operated  by  local 
authorities.  The  relevant  parts  are  those  dealing  with 
cleanliness,  overcrowding,  ventilation,  temperature  and 
drainage  of  floors  in  factories  without  mechanical  power  and  to 
sanitary  accommodation  in  all  factories,  irrespective  of  the 
presence  or  absence  of  mechanical  power.  Tliese  duties  are 
undertaken  by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  are 
also  responsible  for  ensuring  that  "outwork"  is  done  in  good 
working  conditions. 

On  the  v/hole,  factories  in  this  area  are  well  maintained. 
It  is  only  occasionally  necessary  to  refer  to  some  infringement 
of  the  Act. 


The  standard  of  housing  in  the  borough  is  good. 
Food  hygiene  is  at  a satisfactory  level. 

Rodent  control  is  effective. 

Refuse  collection  is,  at  present,  irregular. 
Atmospheric  pollution  presents  no  problem. 
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I wish  to  express  ray  thanks  to  the  Mayer  and  Members  of  the 
Council;  to  Dr.  MdNab  and  colleagues  in  other  departments.  % 
thanks  also  to  the  staff  of  my  department  for  their  loyalty  and 
co-eperation. 


JRMCIS  LE  V.  iEIEND. 

Chief  Public  liealth  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


’•Stour  Cottage", 
20,  Barrack  Road, 
Christchurch. 

August,  1964. 
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TABLE  1. 

smnvLm  op  eispectioits. 

Housing  Visits 34- 

Revisits  212 

Housing  Overcrowding  • 63 

Drainage  Visits  1088 

Revisits 1123 

Nuisances 134 

Revisits  182 

Unsound  food 93 

Revisits  32 

Food  Premises 372 

Revisits  199 

Ice  Cream 69 

Revisits 29 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Mlkshops  17 

Revisits  1 

Ice  Cream  Samples  261 

Infectious  diseases  6 

Verminous  Premises  10 

Revisits 9 

Factories  165 

Revisits  4 

Outv/orkers  78 

School  Canteens 13 

Public  Conveniences  ..........................................  110 

Houseboats  41 

Vans,  tents,  etc.,  90 

Camping  Sites  75 

Revisits 60 

Shops  (Shops  Act ) 446 

Offices  44 

Hawkers  11 

Defective  Refuse  Bins  231 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 545 

Salvage 11 

Closet  Accommodation  23 

Pet  Minimal s Act 25 

Beaches  2 

Unclassified  95 

Water  Supply 14 

Water  Sample s 12 

Rivers  and  Streams  3 

Places  of  entertainment  inspected  2 

Rodent  Control  2015 
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TABLE  2, 


RECORD  OP  NUIS;JCES  ;J3ATED  .^ED  lYQRIv  DONE 


The  following  statement  shows,  in  detail  work  carried  out  ■under  the 
supervision  of  the  Department.. 

. . . JS  ... 

(a)  DRiiDLlGEi 


Number  of  new  buildings  drained 122 

Repairs  or  amendments  to  existing  drains  14 

Drains  or  gullies  unstopped  and  cleansed  27 

Length  in  yards  stoneware  drains  laid  10743 

Manholes  and  covers  provided  1306 

Intercepting  traps  fixed  15 

New  gully  traps  fixed  563 

Soil  pipes  and  vent  shafts  fixed  176 

Soil  pipes  and  vent  shafts  repaired  4 

Y/ater  tests  applied  688 

^oke  tests  applied 143 

Cesspools  abolished  1 

Cesspools  emptied 8 

Septic  tanks  constructed 2 


(b)  Si'iNIT.m  CONVENIENCES  i^ND  PITTHTCS: 


New  Y/. C.  accommodation  provided  222 

New  W. C.  apartments  provided  223 

New  W.  C.  pedestals  provided  228 

W. C. ‘s  cleansed  and  repaired  4 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  227 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  1 

Baths  provided  211 

Sinks  provided  212 

Lavatory  basins  provided  219 


(c)  MISCELLANEOUS: 


Roofs  repaired  7 

Eaves  gutters  renev/ed  or  repaired  7 

Damp  walls  remedied  7 

Floors  of  rooms  repaired  1 
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TABLE  2.  (continued) 

New  windows  provided  1 

Stack  pipes  disconnected  or  repaired 5 

V/indov/s  repaired  and/ or  made  to  open  1 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated 3 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Dustbins  provided 102 

Nuisance  - Smoke  (and  fumes ) 5 

Nuisances  - Accumulation  of  manure  or  refuse  2 

Rooms  disinfected  2 

Rremises  disinfested 12 
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TABLE  5 


COA.IPLx^II^lTS  RECEIVED 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  as  detailed  below 

Pats  and  Mice  275 

Food 66 

Insects  1 

Defective  dustbin  or  absence  of 113 

Smells  8 

Choked  drains  5 

Defective  YhC,  flush  pipe  or  cistern  4 

Dampness  5 

Defective  guttering  or  roof  5 

Cockroaches  1 

General  defects  6 

Fleas  and  bugs  4 

Accumulation  of  refuse  3 

Nuisance  from  smoke  or  fumes  6 

Nuisance  from  animals  or  poultry  1 

Unsatisfactory  domestic  conditions  1 

Miscellaneous 5 

Insanitary  conditions  - toilets  1 

Nuisance  from  noise  .t.*o**«*..*i***>>>«*«**«.*»«i*. •••••••••  2 
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rrai-IBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Table  4 shows  the  action  taken  to  secure 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal 
of  conditions  prejudicial  to  Iiealth. 


TABLE  4. 


Number  of  Notices  Served 


NOTICES 

OUTSTMDIMG 

31.12.1962 

lUJIitESR 

SERVED 

CO^nPLIED 

aTTH 

PORK  DONE 

BY  L.A. 

D'l  DEFAULT 

OUTSTANDING 

31.12.1963 

Informal 

2 

10 

9 

- 

3 

Statutory 

- 

4 . 

2 

— 

2 

TOTAL: 

2 

14 

11 

- 

5 

SUl^mY  OP  STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED:  - 


Section  75,  Biblic  Health  Act,  1936  - 2 
Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  - 2 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1957  to  1959 
i\MUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDIC/iL  OFFICrjR  OF  HEALTH 

IN  RESPECT  OF  TliE  TA-Jl  1965  FOR 
TliE  BOROUGH  OF  CHRISTCHURCH  IN  TIE  COUITI’i  OF  SOUTHAMPTON 


Prescribed  xDarticulars  on  the  administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

PiJ^T  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  x)rovisions  as 
to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public 
ffealth  Inspectors), 


PRMISES: 


c -p 
O to 
•H 

• tcj 
O <D 
^ Ph 


Number  of 


CO 

c 

o 

•H 

-P 

O 

a 

to 


C CO 
O 0 
+s  O 
+>  ‘H 
•H  -P 


to  0 

0 PJ 
•H  O 
P<  0 

g g 

8 a 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ........ 


Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
wor ker s'  premises) 


Q 


no 


20 


149 


TOT/lL  .... 


119 


169 
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2 


CASES  IN  ^TKICH  EBEBCTS  V.’aH:  :BX)UND 


PARTICULARS: 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in 

which  prosecutions 

v/ere  instituted: 

Pound 

Referred : 

Remedied 

To  li.M. 

Inspector 

By  H.li. 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

• Overcrowding  (s.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.f) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

— 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  sei^arate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

A.ct  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

•M 

1 

TOTilL 

3 

2 

- 

2 

- 
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TOTAL 
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PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 


T. 


I J 


